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A Service of Holy Communion  

in the week of prayer for Christian unity, January 2022  

Welcome  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Opening Prayer  

Brothers and sisters, we are united today with fellow believers 

throughout the world as we gather to pray for the visible unity of the 

Church ... . 

Glory be to you Father Almighty, for you have revealed yourself 

through your creation and invite all people to gather in your presence. 

We have seen the star of Jesus in our lives and have come to worship 

him just as the Magi did. We offer him ourselves today and we ask for 

the presence of the Holy Spirit among us. 

Unite us as we come to worship the king, all glorious above. Amen. 

Hymn 

Prayer of Praise and Confession 

We glorify you, O Lord, creator of heaven and earth, for you have set 

the lights in the vault of the sky. You separated light from darkness and 

arranged signs to mark sacred times, and days and years. You studded 

the firmament with stars. How majestic are your works, the heavens 

declare your glory and the skies proclaim the work of your hands! 

We glorify you, O Lord. 

We praise you for you did not abandon us despite our rebellion but sent 

your Son to brighten our darkness and be our light and our salvation. In 

him was life, and that life was the light of all humanity. And the light 

shines in the darkness. 

We praise you, O Lord. 
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We worship you, O Lord, for you accompany us in the chaos of our life 

through the power of your Holy Spirit. You light up our paths and give 

us wisdom and faith in a world of untruth and doubt. 

We worship you, O Lord. 

We thank you, O Lord, for you send us into the world to witness to this 

light, in our various churches and diverse cultures, and to proclaim the 

Good News to Jesus, the one true King, offering ourselves to him. 

We thank you, O Lord. 

May all the peoples bow before you and worship you. We have often 

preferred darkness, but you have given us light. Therefore, we come to 

you confessing our sins and saying: 

We confess that we have turned from your ways. 

We have harmed your good creation through our greed. We have 

polluted and poisoned the air, earth and waters, destroying habitats 

and species. 

Lord have mercy 

Christ have mercy  

 

We have acted selfishly towards our brothers and sisters. We have 

put our own needs and desires above our commitment to justice. 

We have built walls between us and planted seeds of mistrust. 

Lord have mercy 

Christ have mercy 

 

We have divided people based on ethnicity and culture, 

discriminating instead of celebrating difference. We have waged 

war, claiming Jesus for our side. 

Lord have mercy 

Christ have mercy 

 

Forgive all these thoughts and deeds, O Lord, as we come before 

you in repentance. 

Lord have mercy 

Christ have mercy 
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Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, whom you have sent in 

the fullness of time to redeem all people, we ask you to have mercy on 

us, forgive us our sins and transform us into his glorious image so we 

can shine as a beacon of hope in our troubled world. 

Lord have mercy 

Christ have mercy 

 

The Readings 

 

Hymn  

 

Gospel Reading 

 

Sermon  

 

The Nicene Creed  

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and 

the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We 
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acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 

the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.   

Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

With faith and confidence, we come in prayer, before God, who is 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 

 

The Magi came from the East to pay homage and offer special gifts 

from their cultures and countries. We pray today for all Christian 

communities around the world in their diversity of worship and 

tradition: Lord we ask you to preserve these treasures, particularly in 

areas of the world where the presence and survival of the Church is 

threatened by violence and oppression. 

O, Lord, hear our prayer  

 

The early years of the Lord’s life were marked by violence and 

massacres at the orders of the despot Herod. We pray for children living 

in places in the world where violence continues and where its results are 

tangible. Strengthen, O Lord, the bonds of unity and mutual love among 

our churches and help us to cooperate and witness to your holy Name. 

Inspire us to work without ceasing in order to defend the oppressed and 

include the marginalized. Encourage us to stand together in the face of 

tyranny and oppressive regimes as we seek your Kingdom among us. 

O, Lord, hear our prayer  

 

After the visit of the Magi, the holy family experienced migration 

through the wilderness and became refugees in the land of Egypt. We 

pray for all the refugees and uprooted people in this world: 

Equip us, Lord, to show hospitality to those driven from their homes, 

and grant us the spirit of welcome to those looking for a safe haven. 

O, Lord, hear our prayer 
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The birth of Jesus was good news for all, gathering people from 

different nations and religions in worship of the holy child. We pray for 

our efforts to seek harmony and dialogue with other religions: 

Lord, give us humility and patience to walk with others with respect on 

their journey. 

O, Lord, hear our prayer 

 

The Magi returned to their home by a different way. We pray for our 

churches in this changing world: 

Lord, help us to find new and creative ways to follow you and to 

witness to you so that the world may believe. 

O, Lord, hear our prayer 

 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 

The Peace  

Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 

government and of peace there shall be no end. The peace of the Lord 

be always with you 

and also with you. 

Hymn  

 

Preparation of the Table 

 

Eucharistic Prayer E 

 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, mighty creator, 

ever-living God, through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: for at 

this time we celebrate your glory made present in our midst.  

In the coming of the Magi the King of all the world was revealed to the 

nations. In the waters of baptism Jesus was revealed as the Christ, the 

Saviour sent to redeem us. In the water made wine the new creation was 

revealed at the wedding feast. Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into 

joy. Therefore with all the angels of heaven we lift our voices to 

proclaim the glory of your name and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread 

and wine outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking 

bread, he praised you. He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in 

remembrance of me.  

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he praised you, 

gave it to them and said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the 

new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. So, Father, 

we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence his 

sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. Bringing before you the 

bread of life and cup of salvation, we proclaim his death and 

resurrection until he comes in glory. 
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Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 

 

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your 

kingdom comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. Look 

with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms and bring us 

with [N and] all the saints to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

When the Magi saw the holy child, they rejoiced with great joy. 

Heavenly Father, fix our eyes on him so we do not lose our way. Unite 

us in the Lord Jesus, who is the way, the truth, and the life, and who has 

taught us to pray, saying: 

 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name: thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; in earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one 

bread. 

Agnus Dei 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
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Giving of Communion 

 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. blessed 

are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, and I 

shall be healed. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood 

of your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and 

bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your 

Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.   Amen. 

 

Hymn  

 

The Dismissal 

Go now and live as children of light. 

For the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and 

true. 

Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness. 

Let us wake from sleep and Christ will shine upon us. 

Peace be to the whole community, and love with faith, from God the 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be with all who have an 

undying love for our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen. Thanks be to God. 
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